( 44 ) 




I. (part of a Letter from Mr. Deverel Surgeon at 
Briftol 3 concerning a Cafe in Chirurgery, which 
is commonly miftaken for a FraBure of the (Pa^ 
tella. 

/CHARD BURT, a Gardiner, livme with Mrs. 
^ ^ Lloyd of Stoke nc^t Bri/ioL was thrown from his 
Horfe, and in the fall received fuch a hurt in one of 
his Knees as made him incapable of remounting : He 
felt fomewhat crack in that Knee fas he exprefs'd it^ 
before it touch'd the ground. Upon examining the 
Part I found (as I then thought) the ends of the 
broken Bone drawn above four fingers diftance from 
each other : But upon a ftrider examination of the 
parts, I found the PatelU (which was drawn upwards 
by the extenfors of the Leg) retain'd its natural Figure, 
and that the hardnefs which was felt below was the 
end of the torn Ligament that ties it to the Tma. 
The ends of the Ligament were brought as near as 
poffible, and kept (6 about three Weeks without any 
very remarkable accident intervening. He then began 
to w^alk, which was a little too foon, caufing thereby 
fome pains, and loofening the Cicatrix^ which made 
it the longer before it was perfedJly firm; however he 
walks without any perceptible lamenefs. I have met 
with two others in the fame cafe, the one a Perfon of 
diftindion, who has not met with the good Fortune of 
walking fo wellasfhe ufed, tho' not for want of all 
the care and circumfpedion imaginable ; for it is hardly 
to be expeded thar one in ten, to whom this Acci- 
dent happens^ lliould ever go right, it being mxt to 
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an impoilibility that the ends of the torn Ligament 
flhould be fo exacflly placed, and retained as not to lie 
one over the other! 

Pam in the %2d Chapter of his 15th Book af- 
firms, that he never faw one of thofe who have had 
this Bone broken, but that halted during the reft of 
their lives .* I am very apt to believe what this ex-* 
cellenr Author affirms about the halting, and amforryl 
muft diflent from his notions of the cafe, and the 
caufe of the Lamenefs. Hildanm in his Obfervationes 
Chirurgkit. Cent. 5th.. Ohferv^ 88. P. m. 485, has given 
us a Hiftory of a tranfverfe FracSture of this Bone, which, 
after all the Symptoms were removed, was cur'd. Sed 
daudicatio ac fumma imheciliitas totius cruris fecuta efl, 
ita tit non fiifi maxima cum dtffictdtAte amhulare pojjtt* 
He afrerwards mentioning the caufe of the Lamenefs 
makes a Qusery, if what F^^^^ (to whom this Obferva- 
tion is dedicated) fays in his Exc. lib. de ojjtbus^ lib^ 4. 
caf. X. can be the caufe of the Lamenefs ; his words 
are, Etfi veto Ofmiomm hancce rationi confentamam ejje 
in duhium revocare mimme comtbor, ums tamen reflat 
fcrupuluSi videlicet^ an^ fraBd patelld, extuherantia calli 
talis e[fe foffit, ut cavitafem hancce {qu^ inter femur ^ os 
tihis magna e(l) adeo adimfleat, ut motf^m a^ionemque ge-' 
m imfedire foffit ? Videmus enim ut plurimum in reliqais 
ojftum fratturis^ (nifi contritio ojfts & ferioftei fuerit max* 
ima) naturam tarn decenter & eleganter cmneBere ojfa, ut 
rarl relinquatur vefligium fraSiurai Perioftium enim^ quam 
diu integrum eft, materiam calU retinet^ quo minus in ex** 
tuhrantiam excrefcere fojftt^ nifi^ &c, Deinde in hoc no fir 
^gro callum non fuiffe caufam chudicationis ex (cquen- 
lihus apparehit : quafrofter diftinBione hie opus eft, Af- 
ter this he goes on to lliow us how many vvays this 
Bone may be fradur'dj but doth not obierve that he 
ever faw it any other way biokeni funlefs in a Gun- 
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fliot'Woufid) than tranfverfly ; if he had, I am perfiia* 
ded, chat this curious Obiervator would n^wt have 
omitted it in his Obfervacions. 

Ri*y}ch in his Centmia dfervatiomm Anaiomko-Chirur* 
gkarum ^u chfervath 3, writes as follows. Vdtellam 
frofter dmitkm fmm baud frangi fo(fe mnnulU ferverfe 
affemnt* Nos ivtro eandem mn [olmn k cafu graviori 
in germ frangi expert i fumm^ verum ttutm fine ca(u : cu- 
jns ni Jtiiporiam recenjere ammns eji^ Ante ires 
pr^terpropter annos, vifitavl mm Magi ft ro Petro Adri-' 
ani filh^ virum fdtis rohufium^ qui aponte defccndens in ter* 
ram fere adder at ; uno fede luhrico^ reft fie ns tamen quan^ 
turn potuit, in Terram mn fuerat prolapfhs ; fed ab ilia re* 
fiftcntia vehementiffima, tranfverfim fra&a ejus patella, (^ 
adeo quidtm evident er^ ut inter ntrumque locari potuerit 
wanus^ una cnim fupra altera infra genu jentiebatur. 

This Obfervation is fo like in all its circumftances 
to that which I related above, efpeciallj in that the 
Fradurewas made without a fall, that I am very apt 
to believe it is the fame ; and do imagine he might be 
deceived by miflaking the hard end of the Ligament for 
the broken Bone. 

And when thefe fort of Accidents, which are now 
called Fractures of the Fatella, come to be nitdy ex- 
amined ; they will perhaps be found to be generally 
of the fame Nature. 
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